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Doggie treats

Dog Days Daycare
in Hillsborough is a
pooch’s paradise

BY MADELEINE JOHNSON

These days, Rover is
more than just n newspa-
per-fetching,  shpper-re-
trieving pel, He's a four-
legged part of the family.

MNa one knows that more

thun Robin Blair, owner of

Dog  Days  Daycare in
Hillsborough,

“The whole reason Dog
Days exists is because peo-
ple in our community treat
their animals like a mem-
ber of the family,” she
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says. It's no longer
enough for them (o stay in
a traditional kenmel.”

Mrs. Blair opened the
dayeare, which  olffers
grooming and cage-less
boarding services, three
vears ago after working in
commercial - real  estite,
When that profession no
longer  satisfied  hor, the
Hfelong andmal lover de-
cided w0 twm her affinity
tor antmals into o full-time
job,

See DOG, Page 2A

Photo by Mary Ellen Zangara
Lori Ward, lefi, and Megan Todd love playing with the day care's canine clientele,

% Cage-free, 24 hour boarding (short & long term)
in a home-like environment

% Staffed around the clock - your dog is never left alone |
% Daycare accommodations for your large or small dog d
while you work, shop, entertain family & friendsat |,
home, or any other reason you’d want your best friend | ™
to exercise, play and socialize outside the home a

% Indoor & outdoor play areas
% Multi-day packages availablc
4 Multi-dog discounts



dog

Confinued from Page 1A

Dog Days Daycare is lo-
cated in a converted two-
family house, where Ms.
Blair and employees treat
their canine clientele like

royalty. Grooming is per-
formed in a spa-like almos-
phere with calming aromas
and a handcrafted water-
fall, and instructional
classes, such as canine
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Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way
that each row across, each column down and each
amall 8-box square contains all of the
numbara from one o nina.
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CPR, first aid and obedi-
ence lraining, are offered.
Mrs. Blair also plans to
add a therapy pool, and
eventually, she’d like to in-
stall “Web cams™ s0 own-
ers can check on their dogs
at any time.

“We want to be a one-
stop shop for people who
love their dogs,” she says.

While grooming and
boarding services are a
large part of the business,
the main purpose of Dog
Days 15 o serve as a day-
care cenler [or pet owners
who want their dogs to s50-
cialize in a safe place,
whether durning the work-
day or overnight visits.

“The primary thing that
makes us different, as far
as I know, is that we staff
overnight,” Mrs. Blair
says. “Most places crae
the dogs and leave them
overnight, but we're with
the dogs 24/7, 365 days a
year. [f there (are) dogs
here, there (are) people
here."

Dog Days offers two ac-
tivity buildings, where
dogs are scparated accord-
ing o their play siyles. The
Dog House offers a low-
key environment for quiet-
er dogs that are happy
spending their days loung-
ing throughout the facili-
ties, while the
4,000-square-foot  Ruff
House includes high-activ-

ity adventures for larger,
more playful dogs. Addi-
tionally, there is a
6,000-square-foot  [enced-
in yard with grass, toys and
a small water park that
boasts a pool, waterslide
and sprinkler. That's for
dogs that just want to “‘play
to their heart’s content,”
Mrs. Blair says.

For pet owners who
don't have to time to drop
off their dogs, the day care
ofters Trans-PET-ation, a
pickup and drop-off serv-
ice.

“If mom and dad need to
gel oul early and are
rushed in the moming,
we'll go pick wp the dog
whenever they tell us to,”
Mrs. Blair says. “We'll
take them home, o, 50
they're there to greel their
family, but | don't like
do that because you miss
out on the reunion. That's
the best part.”

Ms. Blair conducts a
two-parl interview process
before allowing a dog —
which must be either
spayed or neutered — 1o
become a part of the Dog
Days [amily, The first n-
lerview lakes place in the
dog's home 10 make sure
he's comfortable with
strangers, and the second
mnterview i1s conducted at
Dog Days, where dogs are
allowed to roam off-leash
and explore the area.

“Since we're a cage-free
facility, we screen the dogs
to make sure they want to
be around other dogs,"”
Mrs. Blair says, “Il we're
all in agreement, the dog
can come stay with us.™

The screening costs $10
per dog and covers both in-
terviews. Day-care ralcs
range from $20 o $125,
and there is an additional
$25 sleepover rate for dogs
that slay overnight.
Grooming prices are de-
termined by a dog’s tem-
perament, coal type and
condition. Trans-PET-ation
costs begin at $10 each
way, and there’s also a $20
daycare/Spa Day option
available,

For safely purposes and
to ensure that each dog re-
ceives ample attention, one
staff member is assigned
for every 10 to 15 dogs.
Staff members must love
and understand dogs. in-
cluding their bhody lan-
guage and pack mentality,
and recognize that the ani-
mals are more than pets to
their owners.

“They're little furry kids
and I want people who
treat them like that,” Mrs.
Blair says.

Dog Days Dayeare & locared ar
281-283 Rovcefield Road,  Hills-
boropugh. For more informasion, call
QOR-TT 01D e wilsat wanw efogadery-
selmiCare .
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“It is the customary fate of new truths to begin as heresies and (o end as super-

shtions.™
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